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"I have just received your letter of resignation coupled
with your private letter in which, you ask that it be accepted
and give reasons therefor which would seem to be con-
trolling. It is with genuine reluctance that I accept it. You
have rendered not merely loyal but distinguished service.
Not since Mr. Adams has any of our ambassadors to Eng-
land served as long as you have served; and not since Mr.
Adams has any Ambassador in your position rendered
more devoted and more efficient service to the country. I
thank you with all my heart, not only as President, but as
an American citizen, for what you have done; and your
countrymen, you may rest assured, appreciate it to the full,
and when you return will show you by their affectionate
welcome that the great place you already had in their re-
gard and esteem has grown even greater. Distinguished
though your career has been, no part of it has been more
distinguished than that which has fallen within the last six
years.

"You ask as to the time when you can take your depar-
ture ; but you mention that you had hoped to complete and
dedicate while yet in England your memorial window to
John Harvard in St. Saviour's Church. You say that you
still hope to accomplish this before your recall reaches you.
If the delay will not inconvenience you I should like to have
you arrange to stay until you can dedicate this window per-
sonally. Accordingly, subject -as I say to your convenience,
I shall ask you to let me know the date when you expect to
dedicate it, and I shall then notify you, accepting the resig-
nation at a time shortly subsequent thereto."

Two letters which the President wrote at this period set
forth in engaging language his views about the duties of
ambassadors and ministers at foreign -courts. The first
was addressed, on December 26, 1904, to George von L.
Meyer, who at the time was serving as Ambassador at
Borne:

"I desire to send you as Ambassador to St. Petersburg.
St. Petersburg is at this moment and bids fair to continue